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CHAIRMAN  Councillor  W.  Valentine,  J.P. 

VICE  CHAIRMAN  « . * ................Councillor  W.  Wright,  J«P. 
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John  Bel shaw 
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Ernest  P.  Houghton 
Daniel  Hayes 


Henry  Hoy 
Frank  Phillips 
William  Speakman 
William  Whittle 
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During  1954?  "the  Health  Committee,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Councillor  Hoy,  was  composed  of  all  members  of  the 
Council . 


OFFICERS 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTHS  G.H.  POTTER,  M.B.,Ch.B.,M.R»C.S.  , 

(Divisional  Medical  Officer,  L.R.C.P. ,DoP»H. 

No-  8 Health  Division, 

Lancashire  County  Council) . 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR*  G.  DAVIES,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.J.B., 

M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  Meat  and  Other 
Food  Inspection.  Liverpool 
University  and  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute . 


ABRAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 

Sir,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1954  compiled  in  the  form  indicated 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my  best  thanks  to 
the  officials  of  the  Council  and  especially  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  valuable  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I desire  also  to  express  to  the  members  of  the  Council 
my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  they  have 

always  displayed  towards  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.H.  POTTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area*  1*984  acres. 

Population  (Census,  195l) * 6,286. 

Estimated  Mid-1954  ( Registrar-General) ? 6,270. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1954  according  to  Rate 
Books  1,820.  Rateable  Values  £26,327. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rates  £103. 

Abram  is  essentially  a colliery  district.  In  addition, 
agriculture  and  dairy  farming  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  are  employed  in  the  coal  mining 
industry  but  a fair  percentage  find  work  in  surrounding  townships 
in  the  textile  trade. 


VITAL 

Live  Births? 

STATISTICS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

54 

49 

103 

Illegitimate  ........... 

1 

1 

2 

Total  .o.oo.o 

55 

50 

105 

Still  Births s 

L G "t  G 00000000000 

4 

4 

Illegitimate  ...... . . . . . 

- 

0 « 0 0 0 0 © 

- 

4 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
1 yr.  of  ages 

Legitimate  ........... 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ........... 

- 

- 

Total  ....... 

2 

2 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 
4 weeks  of  aces 

Legitimate  

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  

- 

- 

Total  ....... 

1 

2 

3 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 

and  at  all  ages  43  31  74 


Adjusted  Birth  Rato  por  1,000  of  the  estimated  home  population, 

mid-1954  15.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  home  population  I4.6 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  37*0 
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♦Adjusted  live  birth  rate  (comparability  factor,  O.95)  = 15.9  per  1,000 

Death  rate  (comparability  factor,  I.24)  = 14.6  per  1,000. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  SHOWS  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEARS  1949-1954 


In  the  next  table  are  shown  the  chief  causes  of  death 
and  number  of  deaths  from  each  cause  in  1954  as  compared  with 
1953- 


TABLE  B. 


-1954-  -1953- 


Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 
Tuberculosis  (Non -Respiratory) 
Diphtheria  « 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 


00000 


0400000000000000000 


OOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOO 


ooeooooooooooo 


Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

DiSeaSeS  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO.OOOO 

Cancer  ( all  types)  0000.00000000 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes  . 0 . . . . . . 0 . . . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 
Other  Circulatory  Diseases 
Influenza 
Pneumonia  . <> . 

Bronchitis  000000000000000000000 
Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ..... 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  0 . 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
Diarrhoea  . 0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Suicide,  Accidents 
All  other  Causes  . 


0000000400 
0000000000 

ous 

00004000000000000000000 

O 0 o o o o 

sease » 

OOOOOOOOOOOO 
o o o o o 

0000000000000000000004 

ooooooooooooooooooe 


OOOOOO  OOOOOOOOOOOO 


0 0 0 0 9 0 0 


OOOOOOOO 


0 0 0 0 0 4 0 


OOOOOOOOOOOO 


M.  Fc 

1 

1 


6 4 
1 

2 5 

7 7 
2 

8 1 

4 1 

4 1 

2 2 
1 1 


1 

4 1 

1 6 


Ttlo 

1 

1 


10 

1 

7 

14 

2 

9 

5 

5 

4 

2 


1 

5 

7 


M.  F.  Ttl . 


7 4 11 

1-1 

12  6 18 

6 2 8 

-11 
2 5 7 

1-1 


3 1 4 

112 


2-2 


-11 

3 1 4 

4 1 5 


Total  ....0.000  43  31  74  42  23  65 


-5- 


2.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  in  the 
Public  Health  laboratories  at  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester  and 
at  Wigan  Infirmary.  In  view  of  the  closer  proximity  of  the 
Wigan  laboratory,  all  samples  were  sent  there  this  year  in 
order  to  reduce  the  time  lag  between  collection  and  delivery 
for  examination.  The  arrangements  are  very  convenient  and 
satisfactory. 

The  following  specimens  were  submitted  for  examination 
by  the  Public  Health  Department s- 

4 samples  of  water. 

43  " " milk. 

14  " " ice  cream. 

3 faecal  specimens. 

Ambulance  arrangements. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  ambulance  service  removes 
all  infectious,  non-infectious,  accident  and  maternity  cases 
to  hospitals,  clinics  etc. 

Ambulances  stationed  at  Ashton-in-Makerfield  and  Hindley 
serve  Abram,  Bickershaw  and  Bamfurlong  wards,  whilst  ambulances 
stationed  in  Leigh  usually  deal  with  cases  in  the  Plank  Lane 
Wards  the  service  is  quite  adequate  and  operates  with  speed 
and  efficiency. 

Hospitals . 

There  is  no  hospital  within  the  district  and  facilities 
for  treatment  are  in  most  cases  provided  at  Whelley  Isolation 
Hospital  and  Astley  Sanatorium  for  infectious  diseases  and  at 
Leigh  and  Wigan  Infirmaries  and  Billinge  Hospital  for  general 
medical  treatment. 

Maternity  cases  are  provided  for  at  the  Billinge  Hospital 
where  a modern  and  well  equipped  maternity  block  is  maintained; 
special  facilities  for  the  treatment  of  nervous  disorders  are 
also  available  at  this  hospital. 

Patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  other  respir- 
atory diseases  are  catered  for  at  the  Chest  Clinic  in  Wigan 
and  at  special  hospitals  situated  in  various  parts  of  the 
County. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 


The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  maintained  by 
the  County  Council,  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  and  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  being  responsible  for  its  administr- 
ation * 


The  clinic  is  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Abram  Urban 
District  Council  Offices,  Warrington  Road,  Abram  and  serves 
the  whole  of  the  district* 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  on  alternate  Thursdays 
from  2 p.m*  to  4 p.m.  and  are  conducted  by  Obstetricians  of 
Consultant  status* 

Expectant  mothers  are  invited  to  attend  the  clinic  in 
order  that  timely  advice  or  treatment  may  be  gained  should 
this  be  necessary*  That  more  mothers  are  learning  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  the  ante-natal  service  is  evidenced  by  the  continued 
high  attendance  throughout  the  year* 

Attendances  during  1954s 

No.  of  Sessions  No*  of  Individual  Mothers  Total 

attending Attendances 

26  120  523 


Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  on  each  Wednesday  from 
10  a«m*  to  12  a*m*  and  2 p*m.  to  4 p°m.,  each  session  is  attended 
by  an  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Mothers  of  infants  or  children  under  school  age  are 
advised  on  such  matters  as  feeding,  general  care  of  the  child, 
the  desirability  of  obtaining  medical  treatment  and,  in  this 
last  respect,  it  is  emphasised  that  responsibility  for  giving 
such  treatment  rests  with  the  general  practitioner. 

Diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  immunisations  and 
vaccination  against  smallpox  are  performed  at  each  session  and 
many  parents  now  take  advantage  of  this  sorvice  to  protect  their 
children.  It  should  not  be  assumed  however  that  there  is  any 
room  for  complacency  in  this  respect  since  many  other  parents 
show  a disturbing  lack  of  interest  or  uninformed  prejudice. 
Attention  is  drawn  to  smallpox  in  particular  in  view  of  the 
increasing  speed  with  which  this  virulont  disease  may  be 
conveyed  from  abroad  by  modern  transport,  the  rapidity  with 
which  it  spreads,  and  the  high  mortality  rate  or  disfigurement 
it  loaves  behind. 
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That  isolated  outbreaks  of  this  disease  have  quickly  beeen 
brought  under  control  is  due  to  a large  extent  to  the  community 
having  acquired  some  protection  by  vaccination,  the  importance 
therefore  of  oarly  and  renewed  protection  of  children  by  this 
means  will  be  apparent. 

Attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  during  1954° 

No.  of  Sessions  No.  of  Individual  Children  Number  of 

Attending. Attendances 

104  309  3117 


School  Health. 

Periodical  examinations  of  school  children  in  respect  of 
their  general  health,  teeth  and  cleanliness  are  carried  out  in 
all  schools  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  School  Dentist  and 
the  Health  Visitor. 
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3. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply* 

The  district  is  supplied  with  upland  surface  water 
drawn  from  the  Rivington  Aqueduct  which  is  owned  by  Liverpool 
Corporation o The  supply  is  constant,  maintained  at  high 
pressure  and  chlorinated,  the  water  is  reasonably  soft  and 
palatable . 

In  the  event  of  a breakdown  in  the  water  supply  an 
emergency  deep  well  supply  is  obtained  from  Ince-in-Makerfi eld . 

Two  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  four  samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  all 
of  the  results  indicated  a safe,  and  wholesome  supply. 

All  dwellings  within  the  district  have  a water  supply 
piped  to  a tap  inside  the  house. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Throughout  the  district  separate  systems  of  drainage 
are  provided  for  foul  sewage  and  surface  water. 

Tho  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Council's  sewage  works, 
in  screening  and  settling  tanks,  and  triple  contact  beds,  a 
good  effluent  is  obtained  and  this  is  discharged  into  Aye 
Brook . 


In  view  of  damage  to  the  walls  of  the  contact 
beds  and  alteration  of  the  levels  of  gravity  flow  channels, 
which  is  due  to  mining  subsidence,  some  concern  must  be  felt 
as  to  how  long  adequate  treatment  of  the  sewage  can  be  maint- 
ained . 


Similarly,  mining  subsidence  has  altered  the  levels  of 
drains  and  sewers  thereby  necessitating  increased  flushing  and 
general  maintenance. 

New  drainage  installations  and  alterations  to  existing 
drains  are  examined  and  tested  as  required. 

Rivers  and  Streams . 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  in  respect 
of  the  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams. 
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Sanitary  accommodation  at  the  end  of  1954. 


Number  of  privy  middens  21 

" closets  attached  to  privy  middens  31 

" " pail  closets  . . io 

" " fresh  water  closets  2132 

" dry  ashpits  for  refuse  ..................  4 

" " movable  ashbins  for  refuse  ..............  1800 

" houses  on  water  carriage  system  1785 


Fresh  water  closets  are  provided  for  all  new  property 
erected  within  the  district. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Street  scavenging  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse  is 
carried  out  entirely  by  the  local  authority. 

Ashbins  are  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  these 
are  emptied  weekly.  Pails  are  emptied  weekly  and  privies  at 
intervals  of  two  to  three  weeks,  in  each  instance  the  structures 
are  afterwards  dusted  internally  with  gammexane  insecticide 
powder  after  emptying. 

A driver  and  four  to  five  loaders  operating  a Karrier 
Bantam  refuse  vehicle  are  employed  approximately  four  and  a 
half  days  each  week  on  the  collection  of  refuse  from  shops 
and  houses.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
and  in  order  to  reduce  to  a minimum  any  nuisance  arising  from 
this  work  paper,  rags,  woollens  etc.  are  removed  from  the 
refuse  during  collection  and  at  the  tip  face. 

All  workmen  employed  on  refuse  collection  and  recovery 
of  salvage  receive  an  incentive  bonus  5 this  work  is  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  street 
scavenging  is  supervised  by  the  Surveyor. 

Materials  Salvaged  and  Sold  during  the  year. 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

Waste  paper  ........ 

47 

12 

0 

0 

Rcigs  oo9«ooo»oooooco 

17 

0 

16 

Woollens  

1 

0 

18 

String  

2 

0 

0 

Aluminium  .......... 

4 

1 

10 
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Sanitary  inspections  of  the  area 


Number  of  premises  visited  »•••••«•••• 349 

" " nuisances  discovered  1,025 

" " nuisances  abated  925 

" " informal  notices  served  258 

" " statutory  notices  served  103 

" " legal  proceedings  11 


All  legal  proceedings  taken  in  respect  of  non-compliance 
with  statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
19365  were  successfully  prosecuted. 


Summary  of  Defects  dealt 

with  during  1954 

Defect 

Found 

Remedied 

HOUSING 

Roofs  1 G elk  ing  oo.o#ooooooooooooooooo 

00*0000* 

69 

61 

Chimney  stacks  not  weathertight  or 

defective  ooooooooooooooooooooeo 

oooooooo 

43 

31 

Walls s defective  brickwork  ........ 

0000000(5 

20 

16 

rising  damp  ©©00000000000000 

oooooooo 

38 

26 

" damp  penetrating  ........... 

oooooooo 

64 

51 

Doors  dilapidated  or  not  weathertight  ..... 

44 

29 

Thresholds  defective  .............. 

oo  oooooo 

5 

2 

Window  frames  dilapidated  or  not  weather- 

t 1 gh  t OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

105 

89 

Sash  cords  broken  ©oooooco»oooooooo 

oooooooo 

39 

40 

Damp  floors  00000000000000000000000 

oooooooo 

34 

40 

Defective  solid  floors  ............ 

OOOOOOOO 

41 

29 

wood  floors  0000000000000 

oooooooo 

6 

7 

Wall  plaster  perished  ............. 

OOOOOOOO 

ill 

89 

Ceiling  plaster  perished  or  sagging 

0 0 0 0 0 *0 

33 

24 

Staircases  defective  00000000000000 

oooooooo 

- 

2 

Firegrates  defective  .............. 

0000000° 

9 

6 

Wash  boilers  defective  ............ 

oooooooo 

5 

2 

Chimney  flues  defective  or  causing 
of  smoke  into  rooms  000000000000 

emission 

oooooooo 

6 

16 

Water  supply  insufficient  ......... 

oooooooo 

18 

26 

Miscellaneous  ..................... 

6 

6 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Water  closet  structure  defective  . . 

40 

23 

" pan  defective  ........ 

17 

18 

" cistern  defective  .... 

21 

14 

Absence  of  water  supply  to  W.C.  ... 

1>8 

72 

Water  closet  seat  broken  .......... 

11 

15 

Pai  1 defective  

1 

— 
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Summary  of  Defects  contd. 


Defect 

Found 

* 

Remedied 

Drainage 

Insanitary  sinks  ...................  0 ..... . 

8 

12 

Sink  waste  pipes  defective  ................ 

6 

6 

iljcL'V0  3 spout  S defective  ooooooooooo«oooooooo 

76 

92 

Rainwater  downspouts  defective  ............ 

37 

31 

Drains  defective  .......................... 

11 

15 

Drains  blocked  oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

34 

34 

Paving  insufficient  or  defective  .......... 

9 

11 

Owing  to  some  defects  found  in  the  preceding  year  not  being 
remedied  until  this  year,  more  defects  are  shown  as  remedied 
than  found  in  some  instances » 


Shops  and  Offices. 

All  shops  within  the  district  are  inspected  twice  annually 
on  behalf  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  who  are  the  Shops  Act 
authority  and  the  Urban  District  Council  who  are  the  Sanitary 
Authority  for  the  purpose  of  the  Act. 

Offices  are  also  kept  under  observation  and  inspected 
periodically. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the  district  and  on 
those  occasions  when  van  dwellers  have  made  unauthorised  use 
of  land  they  have  been  quickly  removed  in  view  of  their  unclean 
habits . 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Contact  is  maintained  between  the  sanitary  inspector 
and  the  works  managers  with  regard  to  smoke  abatement. 

There  are  two  factory  chimneys  in  the  district  and 
during  the  year  neither  were  seen  to  be  causing  offence 5 the 
furnaces  are  fed  by  chain  grate  mechanical  stokers  and  the 
plant  is  generally  well  maintained. 

Spoilbanks . 

During  the  year  many  inspections  of  colliery  spoilbanks 
were  carried  out  and  local  officials  of  the  National  Coal  Board 
were  interviewed  in  respect  of  nuisances  arising  therefrom. 
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Water  cprinklors  have  been  kept  in  operation  on  ono 
burning  epoilbank  and  this  has  now  almost  died  out. 

A second  spoilbank  which  commenced  to  burn  openly  in 
December  1953  gave  rise  to  considerable  nuisance  within  the 
district  as  the  fire  spread  rapidly  and  the  heat  became  more 
intense?  water  sprays  which  were  put  into  operation  could 
not  be  maintained  continuously  and  proved  unsuccessful  in 
checking  the  nuisance.  As  an  alternative  mechanical  bull- 
dozers were  used  to  reduce  the  height  of  the  tip  and  seal 
off  the  fire  by  spreading,  levelling  and  consolidating.  The 
top  surface,  having  been  left  slightly  hollowed  out,  was 
used  to  form  a lagoon  with  sludge  which  was  piped  from  a 
nearby  coal  cleaning  plant.  The  combined  effect  of  water 
percolation  and  the  subsequent  sealing  off  as  sludge  settled 
into  a dense  mass,  rapidly  brought  the  fire  under  control  and 
removed  the  nuisance  caused  by  emission  of  fumes. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Disinfestation  of  Verminous  Premises. 

Tan  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  cockroaches 
were  sprayed  with  Killergercide  an  insecticide  containing 
5 per  cent  D.D.T.?  the  initial  treatments  were  followed  up 
with  a second  spray  and  this  method  has  proved  to  be  sufficient. 

Offensive  Trades. 

No  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Factories . 

Eighteen  visits  were  paid  to  factories  under  the 
Factories  Act  1937?  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory. 

Canal  Boats. 

The  only  mooring  wharf  in  the  district  is  now  used 
almost  exclusively  by  the  British  Waterways  engineers  in 
connection  with  canal  maintenance  and  no  canal  boats  were 
inspected  during  the  year. 

Schools . 

Water  closet  accommodation  in  all  schools  is  of  the 
fresh  water  type  each  with  its  own  flushing  cistern.  Regular 
lime-washing  of  all  conveniences  is  arranged  for  by  the  Educat- 
ion Authority. 
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All  schools  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 

mains . 


4.  HOUSING 


Housing  Repair.. 

The  township  consists  chiefly  of  working  class  houses 
built  in  terraces  about  sixty  to  seventy  years  ago  and  prior  to 
the  operation  of  building  byelaw  control. 

Many  of  these  houses  are  of  the  open  kitchen  and  scullery 
type  having  two  fair  sized  bedwooms  or  one  large  bedroom  and  two 
single  bedrooms. 

Factors  contributing  to  the  rapid  deterioration  of  a large 
proportion  of  the  privately  owned  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 
are  s- 

1.  The  construction  of  walls  with  locally  manufactured 
bricks  having  a high  water  absorption  ratio  wi-th  „ 
consequent  spawling  due  to  the  action  of  frost  and 
penetrating  damp  in  exposed  situations.  Few  walls 
are  constructed  with  a proper  cavity,  wall  ties  are 
absent  or  inadequate  and  an  effective  horizontal 
damp  proof  course  is  a rarity. 

2.  Portmadoc  slates  which  have  poor  weather  resisting 
qualities  have  been  used  on  many  roofs  and  a combin- 
ation of  insufficient  slate  lap  on  low  pitched  roofs 
is  often  met  with. 

3.  Most  of  the  drains  are  old,  clay  jointed  or  open 
jointed,  and  out  of  alignment. 

4«  Damage  by  mining  subsidence  has  resulted  in  bulging 
walls  and  doors  and  window  frames  being  pushed  out  of 
alignment  and  jamming. 

5»  Absence  of  external  painting. 

6.  Neglect  over  many  years  has  now  resulted  in  an  accumul- 
ation of  disrepair  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  exist- 
ing low  rents  by  reason  of  the  very  high  cost  of  building 
materials  and  labour. 

The  above  mentioned  factors  are  those  mainly  responsible 
for  so  many  houses  being  unfit  for  habitation  and  not  being 
repairable  at  reasonable  expense.  It  is  a regrettable  fact  that 
among  these  houses  are  many  which  are  capable  of  repair  and  re- 
conditioning but  which  continue  to  deteriorate  because  the  financ- 
ial return  does  not  warrant  the  capital  expenditure  necessary  to 
do  this. 
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Overcrowding. 


Although  many  of  the  worst  cases  of  overcrowding  have 
been  relieved,  over  three  hundred  applications  still  remain  to 
be  dealt  with  and  of  these,  approximately  two  hundred  are  applic- 
ants not  having  a house  of  their  own. 

In  view  of  the  prominence  now  being  given  to  slum  clearance 
which  is  undoubtedly  long  overdue,  and  the  limitation  of  the 
Council's  building  programme  to  twenty  houses  during  1954,  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  any  progress  is  to  be  made  in  the  reduction 
of  overcrowded  conditions  since  it  is  clearly  impossible  to  deal 
with  this  and  slum  clearance  at  the  same  time. 

In  consideration  of  this  problem  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  private  building  which  it  was  anticipated  would  relieve  the 
burden  on  local  authorities,  is  virtually  non-existent  in  this 
district  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  safe  building  land  and  the 
natural  reluctance  of  potential  house  owners  to  risk  building 
under  such  circumstances.  During  the  last  twenty  years  less 
than  twenty  houses  have  been  built  privately  within  the  urban 
district,  and  only  one  house  has  been  built  privately  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  last  war,  this  was  built  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners.  It  would  appear  therefore  that  since  the  Council 
cannot  expect  any  relief  from  private  building,  a considerable 
increase  in  their  building  allocation  is  essential. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  construction  of  twenty  eight  flats 
was  in  hand  and  the  erection  of  a further  eight  flats  and  twelve 
houses  was  contemplated. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  years- 

Traditional  Permanent  Houses; 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...........  houses  - 10 

flats  - 14 

(ii)  By  other  Authorities  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  1 

Permanent  Prefabricated  Housess 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .....................  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  Authorities  

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons  - 
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1 o Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year s - 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  o®. 

252 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 
made  for  the  purpose  .................... 

67O 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  ( l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ..0...... 

12 

(b) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 

12 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 0 . 

12 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably- 

fit  for  human  habitation  <. ®..® ® . . ® . , »® . 140 

2 . Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  noticess- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
local  authority  or  their  officers  . . I48 


3«  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  years- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9 ? 10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936s 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs ® .Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after 
service  of  formal  notices,  were  rendered 
fit  8- 

(a)  By  owners  . ® . . » ® o ® . . . ® . . » . 0 « . « . - Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

OVgl  erS  000000©®0000®000000000000000«®  Nil 

( b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 8 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  52 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  s- 

( a)  By  owners  ...................... 40 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners.  Nil 

( °)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936s 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936s 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

W ero  made  oooo*oooooooooo»oooooooooooooooooo  Ii  1 1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  be en  rendered  fit  ...................  Nil 

4»  Housing  Act.  1936  - Part  IV  - Overcrowdings 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  0000.000000000.0.00000  ( approx o)  37 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ........ 

(approx.)  47 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

(approx.)  222 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  o©ooooooooeooooooooooo«oooao*«oo  2 

( c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  oooooooooooooooocooo«o©©©©«©  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..  34 

Housing  Act,  1949 8 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  submitted*- 

(a)  by  private  individuals  Nil 

(b)  by  the  local  authority  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  affected  .........  Nil 
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(b)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  approveds- 

(a)  of  private  individuals  ........... Nil 

(b)  of  the  local  authority . Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  affected  ........  Nil 

( iii ) Number  of  additional  separate  dwellings 

provided  ... ............  Nil 


5*  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

An  adequate  supply  of  milk  is  produced  within,  or  brought 
into,  the  district. 

During  1954?  43  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacter- 
iological and  tuberculosis-biological  examinations  $ the  results 
were  as  follows s- 


Raw  Milk 


Jngraded  0.0...  00 
Tuberculin  Tested 


B.  COLI  METHYLENE  BLUE  TUBERCULOSIS 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Neg.  Pos. 

18  4 

2 1 

18  5 

2 1 

15  1 
3 

Heat  Treated  Milk 

TURBIDITY 

METHYLENE  BLUE 

PHOSPHATASE 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Satis.  No  Result 

Sterilised  ...... 

Pasteurised  ..... 

3 

11 

9 2 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

One  sample  of  ungraded  milk  was  found  to  be  infected  with 
tuberculosis  and  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  was  informed.  Subsequently,  the  animal 
was  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938  and  tubercular 
infection  of  the  udder  was  confirmed  by  post  mortem  examination. 
This  cow  had  been  bought  at  a cattle  market  shortly  before  the 
sample  was  obtained. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 • 

The  number  of  registered  distributors  operating  froms- 


(a)  Own  dairies  in  the  district  Nil 

(b)  Dairy  farms  in  the  district  14 

( c)  Premises  outside  the  district  ............  5 


(d)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  . 21 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 

Regulations,  1949° 

Under  these  regulations  10  licences  were  issued  in 
respect  of  the  distribution  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised)  Regulations,  1949° 

10  Pasteurised  and  29  Sterilised  milk  licences  were 
issued  to  dealers  under  these  regulations. 

(b)  Meat . 

Before  the  decontrol  of  slaughtering  all  meat  coming 
into  the  district  was  inspected  before  leaving  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  Depot  at  Wigan 5 since  then  most  of  the  meat  retailed  in  the 
district  has  been  purchased  off  the  hook  at  licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Wigan  and  Liverpool  areas. 

Routine  inspections  are  made  of  meat  shops,  etc.  and  the 
Clean  Meat  Regulations  are  enforced. 

Wo  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  during  the  year. 

( c)  Clean  Food. 

Byelaws  under  section  15  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
are  in  force.  The  sanitary  inspector  has  made  frequent  visits 
to  food  premises  and  there  appears  to  have  been  a general 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  hygiene  observed  by  persons 
engaged  in  the  industry.  The  practice  of  selling  soil 
vegetables  and  such  articles  as  firewood  and  firelighters 
alongside  other  foods  continues,  however,  to  be  an  undesirable 
feature . 

( d)  Ice  Cream. 

Wo  ice  cream  is  manufactured  within  the  district.  All 
ice  cream  sold  in  shops  is  manufactured  by  reputable  firms 
and  is  pre-wrapped®  14  samples  were  submitted  for  the 
Methylene  Blue  test  and  all  were  classified  within  Grade  I. 

( e)  Licensed  premises. 

During  the  year  new  sanitary  accommodation  including 
washing  facilities  have  been  provided  at  one  public  house  and 
further  representations  have  been  made  to  the  owners  of  other 
licensed  premises  in  this  respect. 

The  importance  of  glass  sterilisation  continues  to  be 
emphasised . 
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( f ) Food  premises. 

The  following  tables  show  (i)  the  number  of  food  premises 
by  type  and  (ii)  those  food  premises  which  must  be  registered 
under  tho  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1938. 


(i)  No.  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business. 


General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  . ...... .... 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (incl.  those  selling 
wet  fish,  gam e etc . ) oo.ooooooooo.ooooooo.ooo.o 
Fishmongers  (incl.  those  selling  poultry,  game 
etc  0 ) ooooooooooooooooooo.oo.o..  ......  ..o®...®. 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 
preserved  meats,  tripe  etc.)  0000.0.0.000...000 
Bakers  and/ or  confectioners  ...o.. ......... ...... 

Fried  flSh  shops  ooqooooooooo©ooooooooooooooooooo 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery 9 

minerals 9 loe  cream  etc o oooooooooooooooooooooo 
Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants, 
cafes,  snack  bars  and  similar  catering 

establishments  oooo.ooooooooooo.....ooo.°.°®°o0 


26 

2 

Nil 

3 

1 

6 

6 

16 


( i i ) No.  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business  registered  under 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1938. 


1 

No.  regis- 

Type  of  Business  tered  at 

31.12.54 

No.  of  inspect- 
ions of  regist- 
ered premises 
during  .year 

Manufacture  and  sale  of 
sausages  and  other  meat 
products  0000000000000000.000  3 

17 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  14 

42 

Hawkers  - fruit  and  vegetables 
storage  premises  0.000.0.  ooo.  3 

6 

( g)  Food  Sampling. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
relating  to  food  sampling  and  I am  indebted  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  particulars  of  the  undermentioned 
food  samples  taken  in  this  district  during  the  year,  and  sub- 
mitted for  analysiss- 

2 Blancmange  powder 
1 Olive  oil 
1 Barley 

3 Margarine 
1 Tapioca 


10  Milk 
1 Rico 

1 Shredded  beef  suet 

1 Cheese  spread 

2 Bacon 

1 Dessert  powder 
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All  the  samples  wore  reported  by  the  County  Analysl  to 
be  genuine o 

( h)  Food  Inspection» 

The  following  table  indicates  the  various  foods  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumptions  these  were  all  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  disposed  of  by  burial. 


Nature  of  Food 

Packing 

Quantity  or  Size 

iipricots  ooooooooooooooooooo 

3 

tins 

18  ozs. 

Choeso  Spi*GctCL  oooooooooooooo 

24 

pkts . 

4 ozs . 

Fish  - Brislings  ........... 

8 

tins 

iq 

P 1 1 CllQ/I*  1 S OOOOOOOOOOO 

3 

tins 

16  ozs. 

Saloon  paste  oooooooo 

14 

tins 

"4  S o 

Ham  - Cooked  shoulder  ...... 

6 

tins 

66  lb.  total 

- Il  lie  ooooooooooooooooooooooo 

16 

tins 

1 4*2  ozs. 

P 0 a S ooooooooooooooooooooooo 

8 

tins 

A1 

Pineapple  ooooooooooooeooooo 

6 

tins 

12  ozs. 

P 1 UD  S oooooooooooooooooooooo 

2 

tins 

16  ozs. 

Sausage  meat  oooooeooooooooo 

6 

tins 

16  ozs. 

S t e ale  s t e w el  ooooooooooooooo 

2 

tins 

12  ozs. 

Tongue  (Australian)  ........ 

3 

tins 

18  lbs.  totajL 

CONTROL  AND  PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  removed  to  Astley  Sanatorium  and  Whelley  Hospital. 

Supplies  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  are  kept  at  the  Divis- 
ional Health  Office  and  at  the  local  hospitals,  this  is  always 
available  to  medical  practitioners. 

Free  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  and  vaccination  against  small  pox  is  provided  for 
any  pre-school  or  school  child  and  is  performed  by  the  general 
medical  practitioner  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic. 

During  1954?  83  pre-school  children  and  5 school  children 
completed  a full  course  of  primary  immunisation  with  two  inject- 
ions of  alum  precipitated  toxoid,  and  8 children  were  given  a 
secondary  or  reinforcing  injection. 

No  preliminary  and  no  post  Schick  tests  were  undertaken. 

No  local  p.ction  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation,  and  there 
are  no  existing  facilities  for  the  typing  of  pneumococci  and 
for  tho  provision  of  appropriate  type  serum. 
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The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  district 
remains  high 5 the  few  cases  of  head  lice  dealt  with  at  the 
clinic  were  successfully  treated  with  D.D.T.  emulsion. 

Disinfection . 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  infected  material  is 
carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Where  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred, 
premises  are  dealt  with  on  release  from  isolation,  or  removal 
to  hospital,  or  in  the  event  of  death. 

During  19549  ten  houses  were  disinfected. 

Formaldehyde  solution  or  gas  generators  are  used  for 
the  disinfection  of  premises!  articles  which  are  infected 
or  have  been  exposed  to  infection  are  similarly  dealt  with 
or  disinfected  by  steam,  or  destroyed,  according  to  the 
nature  or  value  of  the  article. 

Steam  sterilisation  facilities  are  available  at  Hindley 
U.D.C.  depot  by  arrangement  with  the  Council. 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Measles . 

A mild  epidemic  of  measles  commenced  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  and  subsided  towards  the  end  of  November. 

A total  of  61  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
yearf  all  wore  of  a mild  typo. 

■n.cute  Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Whooping  Cough. 

21  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  as  compared 
with  27  cases  during  1953«  The  biennial  average  of  24  compares 
favourably  with  an  average  of  36  during  the  preceding  ten  years. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Total  cases  removed  to  hospital  Nil. 

Deaths  in  hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  ..  Nil. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Tuberculosis. 


The  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  cases  in  Abram  attend  the 
Chest  Clinic  situated  at  Millgate,  Wigan,  as  out  patients 
or  are  admitted  to  an  appropriate  hospital  for  special 
treatment . 

During  1954?  two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified  and  two  deaths  were  recorded. 

Notification  of  the  disease  in  the  district  is  quite 
satisfactory  and  no  action  has  been  necessary  under  section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  tuberculosis  patients. 


New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  Age  Groups 
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There  is  no  evidence  of  any  excessive  incidence  of,  or 
mortality  from  tuberculosis,  in  any  particular  occupation  in 
the  district. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  regulations  relating  to 
tuberculosis  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Cancer. 

10  deaths  (6  males  and  4 females)  were  certified  as  due 
to  cancer  during  the  year,  compared  with  11  in  1953* 

Facilities  for  radium  treatment  are  available  to  Abram 
residents  at  the  Radium  Institute,  Manchester  and  at  Wigan 
Infirmary. 

Nations,!  Assistance  Act.  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  during  195 under  Section  47  of 
this  Act. 
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